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The start of the New Year finds the world facing four looming threats to human progress: surging 
geopolitical tensions, the climate crisis, global mistrust and the downsides of technology, UN 
Secretary-General António Guterres said on Wednesday. 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/01/1055791 

  
The 2010’s decade, will be looked back on as among the most turbulent to date in 
the modern age.   In South Africa as well as globally, politically, economically, socially and 
technologically, times and trends are changing at an ever-quickening rate and there is a sense that 
this rapid change is the new norm. 
  
As Facilities Management professionals we must sharpen our resilience and be leaders of change 
within our organisations, especially since a number of the so-called megatrends impacting society 
have a direct and demonstrable impact on the activities, we workplace and facilities 
managers do every day. So how do we respond to these challenges?  

Abstracts 

We invite anyone interested in these questions to submit abstracts, and to propose panel 
discussions for consideration:  

• Taming the Wild West of the Cyberspace; the Internet of things and FM; 

• Dealing with Climate change within our facilities; 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/01/1055791


 
 
 
 

• How the political and economic environment affects our Industry; 

Abstracts and panel proposals not directly linked to the theme of the conference will however also 
be considered.  

Dates 

The conference will be held on 1 and 02 September 2020. 

Conference website  

The conference website is located at https://www.safma.co.za/Events/Conference  

Venue 

To be finalised in Gauteng. 

Abstract submission 

• Submit abstracts or panel proposals (max 300 words) to conference@safma.co.za 

• Deadline extension for submission of abstracts or panel proposals: 16 April 2020 

• Selected presenters and panels will be notified by 24 April 2020 

Registration 

Registration for the conference will open on: 6 March 2020  

Financial support 

There is no financial support available for papers presenters and panellists to attend the conference 
however your attendance on both days of the conference and at any of the associated events is 
complementary.  

Enquiries 

Kim Veltman: conference@safma.co.za 

Organisers 

SAFMA (the South African Facilities Management Association) is a self-sustaining body recognised 
locally and internationally for its meaningful role in the South African Facilities Management 
Community. SAFMA defines Facilities Management as an enabler of sustainable enterprise 
performance through the whole life management of productive workplaces and effective business 
support services. 
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